How can I know the will of God?
Part 2
Below you will find the Scripture references from my sermon this morning.  This is taken directly out of what I use in the pulpit, so it’s not polished or edited for publication; it’s just raw data, but hopefully the references will help you.  I have also included a lot more references at the bottom under “Misc Notes” that I did not use in the message, but which still relate to the concept of God’s will.  
Be Blessed!

Jeff

The nature of God’s will
Dot vs. Circle – General vs. Specific
- Example: Go pick out some ice cream for dessert.  As long they get ice cream, they have done your will, no matter what flavor they get.  Or you can tell them, go get me a half-gallon of Dreyer’s Double Churned Cookies and Cream.  Either way, you’re still having ice cream tonight.
How to determine God’s will when it’s a circle: Six Steps

a) #1 Check your motives.

b) #2 Maybe it’s a no.

c) #3 Maybe it’s a “wait.”  You need God’s will AND God’s timing 

d) #4 Check the Word – Has He already given direction in His Word?
e) #5 Check circumstances – sometimes things just fall into place and it’s obviously a “God thing”

f) #6 Seek Godly council.  Do other Christians who love you think it is a good idea?

To know God’s will your mind must be renewed and transformed


Rom 12: 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
** In order to do that, you must spend time in prayer and in the Word to have your mind renewed, you must regularly remind yourself of Biblical truth.
Once we know God’s will, then we can ask for it,

If we ask anything according to His will, we know He hears us and He will answer

1 Jo 5: 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.14And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.15And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.
Once we know it, and ask for it, then He can strengthen us to accomplish it

God empowers us to do His will


Heb 13: 20Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,21equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
However, knowing and doing God’s will isn’t always a bed of roses:

Sometimes God’s will involves our suffering, but when it does He watches over us


1 Peter 3: 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?14But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you;16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.
Personal hardship is not an indicator that you are “outside of the will of God.”  In fact, following Jesus led most of the apostles to die a martyr’s death.  Things probably won’t wind up like that for you, but the point is the same – we follow Jesus because He is worthy, not because of what we get out of it.

Now, these are all good Scriptural concepts, generalities that broadly apply to all situations, but

In Scripture we also find a few aspects of God’s will clearly spelled out as directives – things we clearly are or are not to do.
1.  It is God’s will that we abstain from sexual sin

1 Thes 4: 1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to live and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more.2For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality;4that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor,5not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God;6that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you.7For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.8Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.

2.  It is God’s will for us to have a good witness

1 Pe 2: 13Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme,14or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good.15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.16Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.17Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.
And God knows that this is not easy, but He gives us one more instruction regarding our attitude:

3.  It is God’s will that we rejoice, pray, and give thanks

1 Thes 5: 14And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.15See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone.16Rejoice always,17pray without ceasing,18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.19Do not quench the Spirit.20Do not despise prophecies,21but test everything; hold fast what is good.22Abstain from every form of evil.
Think back to the original creation – Adam and Eve in the garden.
Gen 2:15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.16And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
They had all kinds of options, all sorts of things were permissible for them, and only one thing was off limits.  And the thing that was off limits was off limits for their own good.

So, with all the options in front of us, and all the decisions that have to be made, how are we to avoid eating from that wrong tree?
Look at the counsel that Paul gives to us:  
Gal 5:16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.17For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
As we close this morning, there is one other thing that I need to mention about God’s will:  it’s that we are to pray for others, that they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will


Col 1: 9And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,10so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.
MISC NOTES:

Biblical examples of “God’s Will” (Thelema Strong’s 2307):
God’s Will is Salvation – unfolded as the gospel
Everything that exists was created for God’s pleasure (will)


Rev 4:11

God is not willing that any should perish


Matt 18:14

Only those who do the will of the Father will enter into Heaven

Matt 7:21 
Jesus came to do God’s will which was not to lose any that He had been given


John 6:38, 39; Acts 22:14; Eph 1:5; Heb 10:7

It was God’s will for Jesus to go to the cross


Matt 26:42; Luke 22:42; Gal 1:4; Heb 10:10

It is God’s will that anyone who sees and receives Jesus should have everlasting life


John 6:40

He who does the will of God will live forever.


1 Jo 2:17

The gist of God’s will has already been revealed:


Rom 2:18

Doing God’s will provided sustenance to Jesus


John 4:34

Paul was called to be an apostle by God’s will – occurs 5 times

The Macedonians sought God and were directed by Him to send support to Jerusalem


2 Cr 8:5

God has the ability to work all things according to His will


Eph 1:11

Submit your will to God’s

Romans 1: 8First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world.9For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you10always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.
Motive is more important than method so we are to do God’s will from our heart, not for the sake of other men


Eph 6: 5Slaves, [fn1] obey your earthly masters [fn2] with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ,6not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants [fn3] of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,7rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man,8knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free.
The Holy Spirit guides us so expect discernment.  If you desire to know God’s will He will guide you.


John 7: 14About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching.15The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, [fn4] when he has never studied?”16So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.17If anyone's will is to do God's [fn5] will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.18The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory, but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood.
The first thing you must know is that life is a battle of wills - the flesh, men, and the devil all have wills
 which are mentioned in Scripture.  Whose will triumph?  For a Christian, the answer must be: God’s, but the reality is, we regularly follow our own will and that is the source of our problems.

We are taught to pray for it in the Model Prayer:

i) Matt 6:10; Luke 12:47  “Your kingdom come, Your will be done”

� See also: 1 Pe 4:19


� See also: Col 4:12


� 1 Cr 1:1; 2 Cr 1:1; Eph 1:1; Col 1:1; 2 Tim 1:1


� See also: Acts 21:14; Rom 1:10; 15:32


� John 1:13; 2 Tim 2:26





