Luke 1:1 – 4
Certain Words for Uncertain Times
Not long after Jesus died, maybe 20- 30 years or so, people were trying to compile the information they had heard about Him; trying to put together the pieces of who He was and what He had done.  Many of these people had not known Jesus personally while He was alive – they had heard about Him from others, and had been changed radically by faith in Him, so now they wanted to remember these things.  Since His eleven remaining disciples could only be in so many places at once to teach people, others started trying to write it all down.
Luke figured since he was in a good position to know a lot these people first hand, and even to have been involved in some of the events himself, that he would write it all down in order for the sake of his friend Theophilus.  

God was obviously at work in Luke’s effort and the end result turned out to be one of our four gospels.
Luke was a Gentile, someone from a non-Jewish background, and He is the only Gentile author in the NT – everyone else is Jewish.  He spent years traveling with Paul as we saw in Acts.  He was a doctor by trade, not a writer, historian or theologian, but God used him for His purposes.

God used a variety of people to write the Bible, people who may not have felt qualified:
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 Written by:



Fishermen



A doctor



A religious scholar



A tax collector



Remember, they were PEOPLE LIKE US!!!


If God used human beings to write it, He can help us human beings understand it
The men that God used wrote to a variety of audiences and for a variety of purposes but they form a coherent whole.  Let’s take a look and see how this all fits together.
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 Gospels  Matthew - John

 History Acts

 Pauline Epistles Romans - Philemon

HEBREWS

 General Epistles James - Jude

 Prophecy Revelation

Matt-Rev span about 100 years of history
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Why do we have four gospels?  Each had a different perspective or agenda but this completes the picture. 
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Four different viewpoints:

Matthew Mark

Luke

John


Matthew wanted to present Jesus as the King, the promised Messiah to the Jews

Matt presents more teaching about the kingdom than the other gospels, because he is trying to show the Jews that God is establishing a heavenly kingdom, not a reinstating the earthly kingdom of Israel.  

So Matt doesn’t focus so much on what He did and where He went – Mark does more of that.
Quotes from OT 41 times.  37 times they are preceded by “that it might be fulfilled.”  He’s highlighting the fulfillment of God’s promises to the Jews.

- Luke, on the other hand, rarely quotes from the OT

Mark wanted to present Jesus as the Son of God a powerful worker of miracles to a Roman audience.

Written either to or from Rome by Peter through Mark

Clearly contains eyewitness material; e.g., attitudes, expressions, and even gestures of Jesus are reported (Mark 7:33; 9:36; 10:16).

Action oriented - 18 out of possible 35 miracles (Luke has 20 but is twice as large.)  

Doesn’t have the large blocks of teaching like the Sermon on the Mount in Matt.

No materials on Christ’s birth, growth, parents, etc. – that’s in Matthew and Lk

Fast paced – “And” count 678 total verses in the NASB, 478 start with ‘and’
Emphasis on suffering - Jesus’ death is mentioned as early as chapter 2 and is the focus of nearly 1/3rd of the gospel.
Why?  The suffering of this powerful Man is what led to our salvation – he had more power than the emperor, and He used it for us.
Luke wants to portray Jesus as the Son of Man, the perfect man to the Greek culture.
Addressed to Theophilus, Grk - the lover of God.  Probably an actual person, but no one 

knows who for sure.
Luke’s stated goal: 1:3-4 “to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.”

How does he do that?

Focuses on chronology and historical details

Luke also focuses on people, especially the have-nots of his world – and what is called “the Great Reversal.”  In Luke we see people from the lower classes - women, Samaritans, the poor – elevated, we see the fortunes of the unfortunate changed because the gospel is for everyone.
Jesus Himself was the Greatest Reversal, born in a manager to rule on a throne.

Luke frequently records how people responsed to Jesus’ ministry (wonder, amazed/astonished in Luke 4:22, 36; 5:9, 26).  Also a lot of joy.
Luke talks a lot about money – he has things to say about those who have much and those who have little and how wealth should be used.

Luke also has a heavy emphasis on prayer – he talks more about prayer than any other book of the Bible, including nine prayers prayed by Jesus.

Biggest emphasis though is on the Holy Spirit – our comforter in time of need.  The Holy Spirit – this is also how the son of MAN connects with GOD – and how we are enabled to do what God calls us to do.
1. Mary conceives via the Holy Spirit (1:35).

2. The Baptist will be filled with the Holy Spirit (1:15).

3. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit (1:41).

4. Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit (1:67).

5. Simeon had the Holy Spirit upon him (2:25).

6. At Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit came upon Him (3:22).  This was the anointing of the HS for power a la Acts 2.
a) In Matthew 4:1 Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness, but in Luke 4:1 Jesus is “full of the Holy Spirit and was led about by the Spirit in the wilderness.”

7. Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit (4:14).

8. Jesus began His ministry with the statement “the Spirit of the Lord is 

upon Me” (4:18).

9. Jesus is “full of joy through the Holy Spirit” (10:21).

10. The Father would give the Holy Spirit to those who ask (11:13).

11. Luke closes the book with the promise of the coming empowerment of the Holy Spirit (24:49) and then carries his emphasis over into Acts – 50 times
Synoptics vs John


Synoptic – Greek for viewed together

John was written to show Jesus as God and adds details that were not included in the synoptics.
Introduces Jesus in Chapter 1 as the Word of God who was with God in the beginning and who is God.

It was the last gospel to be written, perhaps John wanted to fill in the gaps - 90% of the material in John is only found in John

His stated goal:  John 20:30-31 “30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

To accomplish this goal John 

Spends most of his time sharing information about Jesus’ various trips to Jerusalem including His final trip before the crucifixion.


Emphasizes seven signs that Jesus was God and includes no parables or exorcisms

These weren’t the only books written.

Other ‘extracannonical’ books were written such as the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Judas – National Geographic and others like to refer to them as the “lost gospels.’  

They weren’t lost- they were rejected - we’ve known about them all along, but they were never widely accepted.
Basic theology answers the question of whether we can trust the Scripture we have -

If God is who He claims to be, He is certainly able to preserve what He wants us to hear and what we have is what He preserved.
God has preserved Luke and the rest of the Bible for us – to instruct us, to guide us, to give us certainty.

This is why we teach expositionally – we believe the Bible is for certain when nothing else is.

